Eighth Grade History Final Exam Study Guide
Middle Ages
1. What were the Middle Ages and when did they occur?

2. Why did the Middle Ages begin; why did they end; and why are they now considered to be the “Middle Ages”?
3. What were the social classes of medieval society and what were their roles in the feudal structure (monarch, nobility, lords, peasant, and serfs)?
4. Define: feudalism, manor, fief, castle, and clergy.
5. What were the Crusades; where did they occur; why did they occur; and what were their results?

6. What was the Black Death; what were its symptoms; how did it spread; and how did it impact medieval society?

7. What was the Magna Carta and why was it significant?
Renaissance & The Age of Exploration
8. What was the Renaissance; where did it begin; and what were its results?

9. How was the Age of Exploration an extension of the Renaissance; what were the goals of exploration; what were the results of exploration?

10. What technological instruments and advances in knowledge made exploration possible?

11. How did the Portuguese take the lead in exploration; how did the Spanish differ from the Portuguese in terms of their goals, the routes they took, and their contacts with new peoples?
12. Who was Christopher Columbus and why is he famous?

13. What was the Columbium Exchange; what things were transferred; and what were the short and long term results?

14. Why did the English, French, and Dutch join in exploration; what were their goals; how did they differ from both the Portuguese and Spanish; and where did they establish colonies?

Early British Colonies
15. Where were the first English colonies in North America (Roanoke, Jamestown, and Plymouth); for what reasons were they established; and what were their challenges and achievements?
16. What were joint stock companies; how did they function; and how were they significant in the colonization of North America?

17. Who were the important leaders of Jamestown; what became its principal economic activity, and what led to its ultimate success as a colony?

18. What were the differences between Puritans and Separatists; who were the Pilgrims and why did they leave Europe; where did the Pilgrims settle and why; who aided the Pilgrims and how; what led to the success of Plymouth Colony?
19. In general how did Native Americans and the early English settlers interact; and how did that change over time?

20. Where were the English Colonial Regions located (New England, Middle, Southern Tidewater, Southern Piedmont); what economic activities took place in each region, and in what ways were the regions different?

21. Which were the original Thirteen English Colonies?

The French & Indian War and the Events Leading to the American Revolution
22. Where and why did the French and Indian War occur; who fought in it; what were the results of the war on France, England, and the American Colonies; and how did the war impact British policies in the Colonies?

23. Understand the following and their historical importance in the years leading to the Revolutionary War: the Proclamation 1763, the Treaty of Paris 1763, tariffs, Tories, Patriots, the Sugar Act, the Stamp Act, the Townshend Acts, the Tea Act, the Sons of Liberty, Committees of Correspondence, boycotts, embargos, the Boston Massacre, the Boston Tea Party, the Intolerable (Coercive) Acts, the First Continental Congress, the Second Continental Congress, and the Declaration of Independence. 

The Revolutionary War
24. Identify the following battles of the Revolutionary War, their results, and the historical significance of each in the war: Lexington & Concord, the Battle of Bunker Hill, the Battle of Trenton, the Battle of Saratoga, the Battle of Yorktown.

25. What was the Treaty of Paris 1783 and what did it establish?
26. What were the British advantages during the Revolutionary War?

27. What were the Patriot advantages during the Revolutionary War? 

28. Identify the following individuals and the roles that they played during the Revolutionary War: Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Samuel Adams, John Hancock, Paul Revere, Patrick Henry, and George Washington?

Articles of Confederation & the Constitution
29. What is a constitution; what were the Articles of Confederation; what were their strengths and weaknesses; and what was the goal of the Constitutional Convention?
30. What plans of government were presented at the Constitutional Convention; which states favored the Virginia Plan and why; which states favored the New Jersey Plan and why; what was the Great Compromise (or Connecticut Compromise)?

31. What are the three branches of government under the Constitution?

32. Article I of the Constitution established the legislative branch, what is the function of the legislative branch; what are its duties; how many houses exist and how is representation determined in each house; what are the requirements in order to serve in each house, what are the duties and powers of the House of Representative and the Senate; and what is the process by which a bill becomes a law?
33. Article II of the Constitution established the executive branch, what is the function of the executive branch; what are its duties and powers; what are the requirements in order to serve as president or vice president; what is the Cabinet and what does it do; what is a veto and how can the president veto bills; and what is required for Congress to override a presidential veto?
34. Article III of the Constitution established the judicial branch, what is the function of the judicial branch; what are the requirements in order to serve as a Supreme Court justice; how did the Supreme Court establish the role of the federal judiciary in Marbury v. Madison; and what is judicial review?
35. Define the following and note their significance in the American government: census, quorum, Federalist, Anti-Federalist, Cabinet, department secretaries, Bill of Rights, Electoral College, amend, ratify, and bicameral.
36. Explain the historical importance of the following Amendments: the Bill of Rights, 13, 14, 15, 18, 19, 21.
The Early Republic to the Civil War
37. Describe the issues facing the early republic during the presidency of George Washington; explain the importance of Washington’s Proclamation of Neutrality, his actions during the Whiskey Rebellion, the precedents he set, and his Farewell Address.
38. Describe the issues facing the country during the presidency of John Adams including the ongoing war in Europe, the Alien & Sedition Acts, and the XYZ Affair.

39. Describe the issues facing Thomas Jefferson’s presidency including the hostile actions of France and England and Jefferson’s reactions to these; the Louisiana Purchase, questions over its constitutionality, and why Napoleon was willing to part with such a vast expanse of land; and the Lewis and Clark expedition and the role played by Sacajawea.
40. Explain how the United States became involved with the War of 1812 against England; who were the war hawks; what were impressments; why was the war called Mr. Madison’s War; what was the importance of the Battle of Fort McHenry; how did Francis Scott Key come to write the Star Spangled Banner and what was its significance; what role did General Andrew Jackson play at the Battle of New Orleans, and what did the Treaty of Ghent establish?
41. What was the Industrial Revolution; where did it begin and how did it spread to America; where we the first mills located and why; and what was the factory system?
42. Explain the importance of the following improvements in the early 1800s: communication (telegraph, Morse Code), transportation (roads, turnpikes, canals, railroads, steamboats), agricultural (John Deere’s steel tipped plow, Cyrus McCormick’s mechanical reaper), and westward expansion (trails, Conestoga wagons, the frontier). 

43. Explain the significance of the Monroe Doctrine and America’s international policy beginning in the 1820s.

44. How did sectionalism divide the U.S. in the nineteenth century; what were the three regions that emerged and what national issues were important for each; how was the issue over the expansion of slavery a critical dividing point for the U.S from 1820-1860; and how did the Missouri Compromise temporarily address the issue of slavery?
45. Describe the major events of the presidency of Andrew Jackson and their significance in the Age of Jackson including: the Spoils System, the Indian Removal Act (and Trail of Tears), the Nullification Crisis, the use of the Presidential Veto, and the Bank War. 
46. Describe the efforts of the various reform movements of the 1800s including: abolitionism, temperance, women’s rights, education, and the movements to improve life for prisoners and the mentally ill.

47. Explain the idea of “Manifest Destiny” and how it played an important role in the geographic expansion of the U.S. from the Atlantic to the Pacific, including the War of Texan Independence and annexation of Texas, the Mexican War, and the acquisition of New Mexico, the annexation of California, the Gadsden Purchase, and the purchase of Alaska.
48. Identify the following and explain the role they played in the sectional divisions leading up to the Civil War: the Missouri Compromise, Bleeding Kansas, the Compromise of 1850, and the Dred Scott Case.

49. What were the political, social, and economic differences between the North and the South leading up to the Civil War; what role did slavery play in Southern secession and the Civil War; what did Abraham Lincoln do to try to hold the nation together; and what were the Southern arguments in favor of secession and the creation of the Confederate States of America?

50. Identify the following: Steven Douglas, Harriet Tubman, John Brown, Stephen Douglas, Abraham Lincoln, and Jefferson Davis.
